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GEI

The Gender Equity 
Index (GEI)

The GEI measures the 
gap between women 
and men in education, 
the economy and 
political empowerment.

Know 
the size
of your
gender gap

EEE: Education, 
Economy, 
Empowerment

Social Watch computes 
a value for the gender 
gap in each of the three 
areas in a scale from 0 
(when for example no 
women is educated at 
all and all men are) to 
100 (perfect equality). 
The GEI, in turn, is 
the simple average of 
the three dimensions. 
In Education, GEI 
looks at the gender 
gap in enrolment at all 
levels and in literacy; 
economic participation 
computes the gaps in 
income and employment 
and empowerment 
measures the gaps in 
highly qualified jobs, 
parliament and senior 
executive positions.

Measuring the gap

The GEI measures the 
gap between women 
and men, not their well-
being. Thus, a country 
in which young men 
and women have equal 
access to the university 
receives a value of 
100 on this particular 
indicator. In the same 
fashion, a country in 
which boys and girls 
are equally barred from 
completing primary 
education would also be 
awarded a value of 100. 
This does not mean that 
the quality of education 
in both cases is the 
same. It just establishes 
that, in both cases girls 
are not less educated 
than boys.

Researchers

The GEI 2012 was 
computed by the 
research team of Action 
for Economic Reform 
and Social Watch 
– Philippines led by 
Rene Raya.

Methodology

For a detailed 
description of 
methodology and 
sources see 
www.socialwatch.org

Made possible thanks to the 
funding and support of the 
European Union and Oxfam 
Novib.
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